[Intraoperative cardiac arrest due to coronary vasospasm after tourniquet release--a case report].
A 55-year-old man with no past history of ischemic heart disease underwent open reduction and internal fixation of the right arm because of an open fracture. Under general anesthesia with brachial plexus block, the operation was started after the upper arm had been pressurized at 280 mmHg by tourniquet. The patient had cardiac arrest 15 min after the tourniquet release, and was resuscitated by CPR. Postoperative intracoronary infusion of acetylcholine revealed that the coronary artery is sensitive to the agent, indicating that the intraoperative cardiac arrest might have been due to coronary vasospasm. Although the similar case is rare, attention should be taken during the anesthetic management with the use of tourniquet.